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NEBRASKA BUILDER AWARD 
Presented to 
DR. MARK GUSTAFSON 
by 
NU Vice President/IANR Harlan Vice Chancellor John Owens 
UNL Spring Commencement 
May 8, 2004 
Few Nebraskans are as devoted to the University of Nebraska as Mark 
Gustafson. Driven by his belief that a strong university is key to a strong 
Nebraska economy, Mark is an advocate for the university in the local, state, 
and national arenas. He is a Nebraska delegate to the Council for Agricultural, 
Research, Extension, and Teaching, a national advocacy organization for 
higher education. Since 1991, he's been a member of Agriculture Builders of 
Nebraska, Inc., which supports UNL's Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, as well as the entire University, and has served three terms as 
president. He has served on the advisory councils for the UNL chancellor and 
the NU president and served on UNL's Future Nebraska Taskforce. He holds 
baccalaureate and master's degrees from UNL and a Ph.D. from the University 
of California-Berkeley. When he's not volunteering his time, Mark operates 
the family farm near Mead. He and his wife, Dianne, are the parents of two 
children - Christopher, a UNL alumnus, and Anneke, a UNL junior. 
